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cochrane.org.sdt/files/public/uploads/ch09_Oct09.pdf), we explored the impact of poor methodological quality using meta-regression analyses. The meta-analysis model is extended by including the quality assessment item as a covariate. We considered each item as a binary indicator, and combined the 'unclear' judgments with the 'no' judgments for all items of applicability concerns and risk of bias. Because of index test and reference standard were all be assigned as unclear or high risk, and meta-regression could not been conducted. The results indicated that only flow and timing domain for risk of bias may had impact on sensitivity and joint model, while others did not. When flow and timing was assigned as "unclear" or "high risk", the sensitivity was 0.605 (95%CI: 0.500-0.700) and specificity was 0.949 (95%CI: 0.893-0.977), and the sensitivity was 0.737 (95%CI: 0.667-0.796) and specificity was 0.904 (95%CI: 0.866-0.932) when assigned "low risk".
